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Shirley Woodcock named
Distinguished Entrepreneur

Humility, hard work, and a people-centric attitude are 
some of the defining leadership attributes embodied 
by Mrs. Shirley Woodcock, the 2021 Distinguished 
Entrepreneur of the Year.

Notably, Mrs. Woodcock serves as the Executive Vice 
President and Co-founder of Valley Oil Company. She 
and her brother, Scott Shankle, have successfully led 
and developed their oil distribution business for over 
three decades.

After graduating from TWU, Shirley gained industry 
experience by working for Shankle Oil Company under 
the guidance of her father, Hubert Shankle. Following 
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Student BIC Investments 
Surge Ahead

The Bulldog Investment Club (BIC) ended 
the Fall semester on a high note at its 
meeting on November 9, 2021. 

Mr. Jordan Curtis, CTFA, Vice President, 
Trust Officer, with Simmons Wealth 
Management met with the club members 
and introduced two colleagues with 
Simmons Bank to make virtual 
presentations via Microsoft Teams. These 
were Mr. Chuck Tlapek, Senior Vice 
President and Chief Investment Officer, 
and Mr. Kelton Harrison, Senior Vice 
President and Chief Portfolio Strategist.
Students received information on the 
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“It is such an honor for the Goodfriend School of Business to recognize Shirley not only for her 
incredible service to our community, but also her impressive leadership of her family business, 
Valley Oil Company.” – Dr. Martha Maddox
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GSOB Senior Awards Presented

Aylin Knopf, a graduating Senior from Germany pursuing double emphases in Finance and 
International Business, was recipient of the B.T. Hutson Award for Most Outstanding Business 
Student. Aylin plans to attend graduate school in Austria following graduation.

Kamren Barnes, a graduating senior from Athens pursuing a double emphasis in Finance and 
Accounting, was recipient of the Finance Award. Kamren plans to travel in Europe following 
graduation.

Following the presentation of awards, students completing the BUS 410 capstone course were 
guests at a reception hosted by Dr. Martha Maddox, Associate Dean, and the GSOB faculty. 
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Business Advisory Council Returns to Campus

The Business Advisory Council (BAC) of the Goodfriend School of Business convened in Elliott Hall on Tuesday, 
November 16. Due to previous COVID restrictions, it was the first on-site meeting of the BAC since 2019. 
Members attending included Scottie Mayfield, Janice Hardaway, Chris Adams, Tyler Reynolds, Carter Runyan, 
Karen Raby, Miguel Maria, Lisa Dotson, Perry Philpott, Lindsey Ferguson, Jack Allen, and Paul Willson

BAC members received numerous reports from faculty and staff, as follows:

• Dan Fisher Scholarship Update – Dr. Martha Maddox 
• Digital Marketing Update – Dr. Martha Maddox & Dr. Stacy Swafford 
• LITEHouse Update – Ms. Anne Montgomery  
• MBA Program Update – Dr. Dan Gilbert 
• ME Program Update – Ms. Ashley Copeland 
• Phi Beta Lambda Updates – Ms. Julianne Hale 
• Career Fair – Ms. Faith Akers 
• Bulldog Investment Club Updates – Mr. Sandy Maddox 

Following these reports, several students gave presentations as part of Ms. Anne Montgomery’s Integrated 
Marketing Communication class. BAC members work with the Goodfriend School of Business to assess program 
needs, provide vital professional advice, develop internship opportunities, recommend business contacts as 
potential part-time instructors or guest speakers, and assist in developing career and job fairs.
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his encouragement, she and her brother founded Sweetwater Valley Oil Company.

Under their leadership, the company expanded significantly and now serves 
Middle and East Tennessee, North Georgia, North Alabama, Western North 
Carolina, and parts of Kentucky. Sponsored by Tennessee Wesleyan University 
Goodfriend School of Business, the Distinguished Entrepreneur of the Year 
Award Luncheon proudly recognized Mrs. Woodcock on November 2. 

“I am overwhelmed and humbled by all of this and I can’t thank you enough
for all the kind words today,” Mrs. Woodcock said after receiving the award. 
“Starting with the (award) committee, for including me in this awesome group 
of past honorees, I truly am humbled and grateful for that.” For the first time
in TWU history, the university collaborated with the award winner to create a 
video detailing her career as an entrepreneur. 

For Mrs. Woodcock, spotlighting her family and her employees for their work ethic was its own reward.
“This award is for my family,” she said. “I’m glad to finally be able to tell our story to all these people that have 
known us for all these years. Dad didn’t want recognition for anything he did for the community and family, and  
he did things out of the spirit of true generosity.”

Associate Dean of Tennessee Wesleyan University Goodfriend School of Business Dr. Martha Maddox shared her 
excitement about celebrating this year’s awardee. “It is such an honor for the Goodfriend School of Business to 
recognize Shirley not only for her incredible service to our community, but also her impressive leadership of her 
family business, Valley Oil Company,” said Dr. Maddox. “We were so pleased to bestow this prestigious 
recognition of Distinguished Entrepreneur of 2021 to her.”

Mrs. Woodcock’s commitment to enriching the lives of others both civically and 
professionally was illustrated the day she was honored. Following the luncheon, 
she shared her time with a group of students to discuss lessons in 
entrepreneurship. 

Continued on page 5 →
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Accompanied by Goodfriend School of Business Chair Mrs. 
Anne Montgomery, students asked the honoree for advice 
spanning topics like being a female leader and how to 
strategically build strong teams.

“Sitting with these students has just made my day, and
I hope they got something out of it,” Mrs. Woodcock said. 
In addition to being a distinguished entrepreneur, Shirley 
has volunteered with and served on several local boards 
and civic organizations. 

In 2001, she helped organize SouthEast Bank and Trust in Athens, 
Tennessee, and served as a director. She has also served the Tennessee 
Wesleyan University Board of Trustees, the McMinn County Economic 
Development Authority Advisory Board, the United Way of McMinn and 
Meigs Counties Board of Directors, the Athens-McMinn Family YMCA 
Board, and the Crescent Sock Company Board of Directors.

In 2005, Shirley was named the Athens Area Chamber of Commerce
Business Professional Woman of the Year. In 2007, she was awarded the

Mary Mildred Sullivan award by Tennessee Wesleyan University, and in 2016, she was inducted into the 
Tennessee Wesleyan University Hall of Fame. During her free time, Shirley enjoys traveling with her husband of 44 
years, Sonny Woodcock, and spending time with her friends and family, especially her grandchildren, Brody, Ruby, 
and Will.

Click here Shirley Shankle Woodcock Given Distinguished Entrepreneur Award (tnwesleyan.edu) to watch the 
inaugural video honoring Mrs. Woodcock.

Articulation Agreement with Chattanooga State Approved

Dr. Harley Knowles, President of Tennessee Wesleyan University, and Dr. Rebecca
Ashford of Chattanooga State Technical Community College, recently signed an 
articulation agreement between the two institutions.

CSTCC graduates with an Associate of Applied Science degree in either 
management or entrepreneurship will experience a smooth transfer into the
Management Excellence program of the Goodfriend School of Business. 

“Our 36-hour Management Excellence Program can be completed in approximately four semesters and all courses 
are accelerated,” said Dr. Martha Maddox, Professor and Associate Dean for the TWU Goodfriend School of 
Business. “We also offer the following areas of emphasis: accounting, human resource management, healthcare 
management, and industrial management to complete the degree. Each emphasis has either 18 or 21 hours.”  

Entrance into the TWU program requires students be at least 23 years of age, have three years of work 
experience, and have completed at least 60 semester hours with a minimum 2.0 GPA or an associate degree, 
including the AAS in management or entrepreneurship from Chattanooga State. The program is offered in-person, 
online or through a hybrid approach. 

https://www.tnwesleyan.edu/news/dea2021.php
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stock and bond market, high frequency economic data, and the cumulative 

return for the past three years. The equity markets have performed 

particularly well; however, bond pricing has declined.

Student members then presented formal reports to GSOB faculty and guests 

on various sectors of the S&P 500 that the BIC could consider for investment. 

Maria Nunez (BIC Treasurer) and Payt Bussey (Vice President) reported on the 

Real Estate sector.

A report on the Materials category of investments was presented by Oliver 

Lawson. Charlie Swafford and Nathan Brown (BIC President) reported on the 

Utilities sector. The data provided by students included 52-week lows and highs, 

price-to-earnings ratios, and earnings-per-share.

Ric and BJ Galberaith have given over $100,000 and the club has invested 

approximately one-half of these funds, with a return of 23%, Brown reported. 

Faculty sponsors of BIC are Mr. Sandy Maddox, Dr. Sheron Lawson, Dr. Rufus 

Beatty, and Ms. Dana Hammontree.
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Montgomery Speaks at Economic Development Conference

Goodfriend School of Business Chair and Associate Professor Anne 
Montgomery, Director of the LITE House Entrepreneurship Center, 
served as a panelist for the Tennessee Department of Economic 
Development’s session entitled Is Your Regional Innovation Hub Focused 
on Building a Culture of Opportunity? at the International Economic 
Development Council’s Annual Conference in Nashville, TN on October 
5th.  

Montgomery shared how The LITE House was founded through 
community collaborative efforts, and how the programming focuses on 
inspiring and nurturing entrepreneurs of all ages and all walks of life. 
Other panelists included Jessica Morgan from the City of Sweetwater, 
and Lisa Garner and Shana Berkeley of the Corner to Corner Academy. 
Wisty Pender, State Director of the Business Enterprise Resource Office, 
served as the moderator. 

Pitch Competition Winners

Students in Entrepreneurship completed their CO.STARTERS projects 
with a Pitch Competition on Monday, October 11th.  Laiel Upton was 
the first-place winner with her business concept, Home-Able, a personal 
assistance service business for busy families.  Laiel also received the 
Hustle Award for having the most customer conversations during the project.

The second-place award was presented to the partnership of Kolbe 
Billingsley and Kjuan Stacy-Wright for their business concept, 24/7 Quick 
Fix, a mobile mechanic service.  Nicole Andrino was selected as the
third-place winner with her business concept, La Goma, a night-life venue
specializing in various spirits from around the world.

A special thanks to Shane Sewell, Athens Area President of Capstar Bank, 
and Lisa Dotson, Main Street Athens Director, for serving as the pitch 
competition judges. 

Hale Provides Networking Opportunity

Associate Professor Julianne Hale and GSOB student Bri McKinney 
represented PBL at an Athens Area Chamber of Commerce event on 
September 16. 

Mrs. Hale invited students to the event to polish their networking skills 
and represent the Goodfriend School of Business.
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New Marketing Courses in the MBA Program

BUS 541 - Advertising and Promotion
BUS 542 - Consumer Decision Making 
BUS 543 - Global Marketing
BUS 544 - Marketing Analytics & eCommerce 

MBA in Marketing to Launch in January

A Master of Business Administration (MBA) degree with a concentration in 
Marketing will be launched by the Goodfriend School of Business in January 2022. 
The new degree was approved by SACSCOC, TWU’s accrediting agency, in October. 

“We are pleased to add this important degree option to our existing MBA program,”
said Dr. Dan Gilbert, Professor and Director of the MBA Program. “Our decision to add
Marketing was based on meeting the needs of our alumni and current students, as 
well as continued strong employment trends within the marketing profession.”

Admission Requirements for the MBA with a concentration in Marketing include a 
bachelor’s degree from a regionally-accredited college or university with a major in 
Business Administration or a business-related field. Applicants with a bachelor’s degree
in a non-business related field may apply for provisional admission upon submission of 
evidence of coursework within the four domains of management, accounting, marketing, 
and finance.

In addition to the MBA in Marketing, the Goodfriend School of Business is launching a General concentration in 
January 2022. The General concentration in the MBA was created for those individuals who desire a broader 
exposure to the multiple disciplines within business.

“The General concentration complements the current offerings of the MBA program by providing students the 
flexibility of customizing their degree outcomes by selecting courses from the Management, Accounting, and 
Marketing concentrations,” Gilbert explained. The General concentration will serve those who plan to work in 
various fields in business.  

The MBA curriculum consists of 10 courses at three semester hours each, totaling 30 semester hours of graduate-
level study. There are six MBA Core courses that comprise 18 semester hours of study, and four courses in each of 
the four concentrations that comprise 12 semester hours of study. The four concentrations are now Management, 
Accounting, Marketing, and General. 

All MBA courses are taught in an accelerated format and offered 100% online through the TWU Sakai learning 
management system. All courses are designed in an asynchronous format, meaning students are not required to 
log-in on a specific day or time to participate in a live session. 

Those interested in the MBA program should point their browser to 
https://www.tnwesleyan.edu/academics/mba.php or contact Dr. Gilbert at dgilbert@tnwesleyan.edu

https://www.tnwesleyan.edu/academics/mba.php
mailto:dgilbert@tnwesleyan.edu
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PBL Students Celebrate Friendsgiving

Members of Phi Beta Lambda (PBL), TWU’s business fraternity, 
gathered at Trinity United Methodist Church on November 17 for 
a Friendsgiving celebration. Four faculty members and 17 students 
enjoyed a turkey dinner potluck and some great conversation. Dinner 
was followed by an intense game of Thanksgiving Bingo officiated 
by Dr. Swafford. 

The Friendsgiving celebration was a brainchild of Phi Beta Lambda’s 
student officers, Bri McKinney (President), Aleah White (Vice President), 
Tanner Mason (Secretary), and Ale Nunez (Social Media Director). They 
wanted to create an opportunity for business students to gather 
together outside of the classroom for food, fun and fellowship. Mission 
accomplished!

PBL is a national business fraternity offered through The Goodfriend School of Business. Dedicated to helping 
students prepare for their professional lives after college, this organizations open to all students on TWU’s 
campus. For more information, email Bri McKinney (president) at mbmckinney2019@tnwesleyan.edu. 

Special thanks to the Ashley Copeland, Contributing Editor

mailto:mbmckinney2019@tnwesleyan.edu

